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Hubert Reilly Harmon was born in Chester, Rennsylvania, April 
3, 1892. He attended Polytechnic Preparatory Sdhool at Brockl}n, New 
York, for two years, was gracuated from the U.S Jedd ae 
June 12, 1915, and commissioned a second lieutenant in the Coast 
‘Artillery Corps. = 


Assigned at: Fort Monroe, Virginia, that December General Harmon 
was transferred to Fort Ancrews, Massachusetts, and in July 1916 he 
was transferred to the Infantry. Entering the Air Corps Flying 
School at San Dieso, California, that December, he was graduated in 
June 1917; and went to Fort Sam Houston, Texas. Three months later 
he was assigned at Kelly Field, Texas, where he organized and served 
as commandant of the Ground Officer's Training School, later serving 


88 aeronautical orficer for the Sothern Department and then. engineer 


officer of Kelly Field. .In March 1918 he was appointed executiv€)) 
officer at Taliaferro Field, Texas. and the folicwing month he waé) 
Placed in charge oi’ Barron Field, Texas. 


training in pursuit aviation at Issoudun, France, and the fcllowi ; 
January he was named chief of staf? of the Air Service Command, Thir 
Army, .at Cobienz, Germauy. That September he went to Londen, Englavtid, 


Going to Europe in September 1918, General Harmon took savantied 


- aS aviation officer for the U.S, Liquidation Mission, and July 1, 


1920, he was transt’erred to the Air Service. 


That Octcber General Harmon was assistant executive in the office 
of the Chief of Air Service at Washingcon, D.C,, also serving as an 
aide at the White House. Transferred to Bolling Field, D.C., in July 
1924, the following month he entered the Air Service Engineering 
School at McCock Field, Chio, and was graduated in August 1925. Re- 

turning to the office of the Chief of Air Service, in March 1926 he 
WaS appointed chief of the Information Division, and again served as 
an aide at the White House. 


From March 1927 to May 1929 General Harmon was military attache 
for aviation in London, England, and then was assigned as an instruc- 
tor at ‘the U.S, Military Academy. Entering the Air Corps Tactical 


School at Maxwell Field, Alabama, in August 1932, he was graduated i 
the following June, and two years later he was graduated from the ee 
Command and General.Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.» Named % 
executive and. operations officer of the First Wing, General Head-. ~t 
quarters Air Force, at March Field, California, in August 1936, he = 
assumed command,of the 19th Bomb Group. Entering the Army War College { 
in July 1937, he was graduated the following June. i aN 
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Joining the War. Department General Staff, Washington, Dace na Ly 


General Harmon was chief of the Operations Branch, Personnel Division.& 
Assuming command of the Advanced Flying School, Kelly. Field, Texas, in<> 
September 1940, a year later he was named commanding general of the 


GuIif Coast Ait Forees Training Cente t i Fit Texas. 
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Assuming command of the: Sixth Air Force in the Caribbean ‘in| & Be 
November 1942, a year later General Harmon was appointed deputy 
commander. for air of the South Pacific area. He assumed command of 
the 13th Air Force in that area in January 1944, and that June he 
was appointed commander of the Army Air Force Personnel. Distribution 
Command. -In January 1945 he became Deputy Chief of Staff for Per- 
sonnel at Air Corps Headquarters, and that August he was reassigned 
as Commander of the AAP Personnel Distribution Commend. Ee resumed 
command of the Sixth Air Force in February 1946 (later redesignated 
the Caribbean Air Command). 
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Military and Naval. Staff Committee of th 
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tional duty as U.S. Delegate to she Inter-American Defense Board, 
. and in December 1949 ne assumed additional duty as Special Assistant 


for Air Academy Matters L Washington, Bg = lig 
He retired from active duty February 27, 1953, and wes recalled to 
active duty the following day with the same duties. He reverted to 
retired status. June 30. 1653. 


Recalled to active duty as 1 Lieutenant General on November 8, 
.1953,.at the request of the President of the United States, General 
“Harmon,was Special Assistant to the Chief of Staff for Air Academy 

Matters. On August 14, 1954, he became the first Superintendent of 
the United States Air Force Academy at Denver, Colorado. 


‘His decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal with, one 
Oak Leaf Cluster, Silver Star, Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying 
Cross,. Air Medal; Belgian Croix de Guerre with Palm and Order of 
Leopold (Commander). with Palm; Peruvian Military Order of Ayacacho 
(Grand Cfficer) and Aviation Cross (First Class); Ecuadorian Star of 
Abdon Caideron (First Class): Bolivian Ofder of Condor of the Andes; 
Colombian Order of Boyaca; and Panamanian Ribbon of Balboa. He is 
rated a command pilot, combat observer and aircraft observer, 


, PROMOTIONS 


He was promoted to first lieutenant (permanent) July 1, 1916; 
to captain (permanent) May 15, 1917; to major (temporary) June 17, 
1918;°to major (permanent) July 13, 1920; to lieutenant colonel (per- 
manent) October 1, 1936: to colonel (temporary) March 1, 1940; to 
brigadier general (temporary) September: 30, 1941; to major general 
(temporary) February 16, 1942; to major general (permanent) December 
12, 1942; to lieutenant. genera .(temporary) February 19, 1948; and 
on March 10, 1953, ne was advanced to the grade of lieutenant general 
on the Regular Air Force Retired List. 
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